
 

 

 

     FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

A BROKEN LIGHT LEADS TO A BROKEN ARM 

Barry has been a long haul truck driver for over 15 years and pulls a dry van trailer.  He really enjoys his 

job and takes pride in his equipment.  This sense of pride originated several years ago when he was an 

owner operator, driving his own equipment.  But since then he sold his truck and works now as a 

company driver, but he still has that sense of pride in his equipment.  Unfortunately, that is exactly what 

caused Barry’s injury.  On September 14th of last year while pulled into a truck stop in Arizona, Barry 

conducted a quick walk-around of his truck and trailer.  That was when he noticed that one of the 

clearance lights on his trailer was burned out.  Barry knew how to replace the bulb because he had done 

it previously with his own rig.  However, this time he did not have the proper equipment (platform 

ladder) to reach the light.  Instead, he borrowed an metal extension ladder from another driver, placed 

it against his trailer and proceeded to climb the ladder.  About half way up the ladder Barry’s 

momentum caused the metal ladder, which was propped against a metal trailer, to slide.  It slid so 

quickly that Barry only had enough time to stick out his arm to catch his fall, and that is when he broke 

his arm. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

Fortunately Barry’s fractured arm did not require surgery and it healed quickly, which allowed him to 

return to driving sooner than most of these types of injuries.  However, the following life lesson will 

forever be embedded in his mind. 

If you are not authorized by your employer to perform mechanical or minor equipment repairs, do not 

attempt to do so.  There is a reason why your employer did not authorize it. 

If you are authorized by your employer to perform mechanical or minor equipment repairs, but do not 

have the appropriate equipment or tools to do so, then communicate this fact to your employer.  

Climbing a metal extension ladder that is propped against the side of a metal trailer is a classic example 

of the wrong piece of equipment for a specific task. 

 


