
  

  

 

     FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

A RARE EVENT 

Led Zeppelin recorded a song years ago which included an interesting lyric.  That particular verse contained the 

statement which implied that sometimes words have two meanings.  This is great insight, especially from a rock 

band.  In fact, this statement is true and it can help to explain why confusion sometimes results from the 

communication process.  Most, if not all, of us have encountered communication challenges in our lives and we 

have probably told someone that “if that is what I said, then that is not what I meant.”  However, that is not the 

focus of this newsletter; it is just a lead in.  The point to be made is that the title of this newsletter has more 

than one meaning.  Apparently, Led Zep’s lyrics had some validity. 

The obvious meaning of the title of this newsletter implies that an event could only occur on a rare or seldom 

frequency.  Examples include such events as solar eclipses, a thoroughbred horse becoming a Triple Crown 

winner, driving through your hometown and making every green light, buying a used car that never needs any 

costly repairs, going to the dentist and having a good time, etc.  This list could go on forever because there are 

so many events that rarely happen.  These are rare events.  But, are there other definitions of rare events?  Yes, 

there is one in particular and it is the subject of this newsletter.  

Sandy has been a commercial, long haul truck driver for decades and he has made his truck his home.  He has 

equipped his truck with numerous devices that have improved the quality of his life.  One of those devices 

malfunctioned lately and caught on fire.  A sleeping pad overheated and shorted out.  This resulted in a fire in 

his sleeper berth.  As most of us would, Sandy quickly attempted to remove the burning items from his truck so 

he could protect his truck, and his home.  In the process he received second degree burns to his hands and 

suffered from smoke inhalation. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

There is something to be learned from Sandy’s misfortune and basically it can be reduced to a couple of 

choices/options.  Think about it and select your preferred option.  Consequently avoid this particular type of 

“rare event.” 

1) Live a Spartan life as a long haul truck driver and never use any electronic devices in your truck. 

2) Improve the quality of your life as a long haul truck driver by using electronic devices in your truck, but 

take caution in doing so.  Just like at your house, only use UL approved devices; do not overload the 

capacity of your truck’s electrical system; and have an emergency action plan that addresses what to do 

if you have a fire in the cab/sleeper berth of your truck.  


