
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

EXPLODING TIRE BREAKS DRIVER’S ARM 

Brad was a long-term driver with the company.  He had 30 years experience as a driver and had been 

with his current employer for 17 years.  He was a hard working and dependable driver, who had only 

had one prior work related injury in his career – a motor vehicle collision that happened 7 years earlier. 

On September 4th of last year Brad had returned home and noticed that one of his drive tires was 

loosing air.  Since he lived close by, he drove his truck to the company’s terminal to air the tire.  While 

airing the tire, Brad ran his hand across the tread in an effort to identify where the tire may have been 

punctured.  While doing this, the tire exploded violently.  The mechanics and the office employees all 

heard the explosion and came running to see what had happened.  They found Brad on his knees yelling 

in pain.  The tire explosion had fractured Brad’s right arm in two places and caused multiple lacerations 

to his hand and several fingers. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

Unfortunately, Brad received some fairly serious injuries from this incident.  Fortunately, the following 

life lesson will forever be embedded in his mind. 

Never position yourself directly in front of the tire while airing it.  Always use a clip-on air hose chuck 

and back away while airing a truck tire.  

If a truck tire has lost 20% or more of its inflation pressure, it can be safely assumed that the steel braids 

in the sidewall have become weakened by repetitive bending, making the tire prone to sidewall rupture. 

In such circumstances re-inflating the tire creates a ticking time bomb with 100psi or greater pressure.  

When a tire is run for any period with a significant loss of air pressure (20% or more) take it to your 

company’s shop or a tire servicing garage for the tire to be removed and inspected not only for the 

damage that caused the leak, but also for weakening of the sidewall, which can only be detected by a 

trained technician from an interior examination of the tire.  

 


