
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

FALLING LOAD IMPACTS DRIVER’S LEG 

Tom takes pride in the fact that he pulls flats and has been doing so for almost 20 years.  He has 

experienced the “challenges” associated with flats, like securing loads and tarping when necessary.  

However, what happened to him last April was unusual, painful and somewhat embarrassing.  It was 

unusual because he had never seen it happen before.  It was painful because it…well it was painful.  And 

lastly it was embarrassing because it COULD HAVE BEEN PREVENTED!   

Tom’s freight consisted of granite monument slabs.  They had to be hauled standing upright and this 

required some skill in loading and securing the load.  Tom participated in this task after the marble slab 

was loaded on the trailer by the crane operator.  However, his enthusiasm and pride overtook his sense 

of caution and he entered the “danger zone,” that area next to the trailer where no one should stand 

until the load is completely and safely off loaded.  What happened is just what you guessed – the marble 

slab fell off the trailer and crushed Tom’s leg.  Needless to say, he required medical treatment and could 

not drive for several months.      

REAL LIFE LESSON 

The damage to Tom’s leg was extensive and required numerous medical procedures.  This kept him from 

driving for several months and also “wounded his pride” because he realized that this injury could have 

been prevented.  That realization could better be described as a life lesson and one that he wished he 

could have learned by reading about rather than experiencing! 

Upon investigating this incident it was determined that three factors contributed to this injury.  Tom 

parked his truck on ground that was not level.  The crane operator could not see Tom, and Tom entered 

the “danger zone.”  Eliminating any one of these factors could have prevented this injury. 

So what’s the lesson?  Well, actually there are several.  The obvious is to park your truck on level 

ground.  Next, coordinate with the material handling device (crane) operator to ensure that he knows 

where you will be and what exactly you are supposed to do during the loading process.  Then, 

understand that freight equals weight and that means potential for crushing injury.  Therefore, know 

your limits and do not cross into the danger zone.  Lastly, control yourself and wait until the load has 

come to rest on the trailer, but also anticipate the direction of fall if that piece of freight happens to 

topple and fall.   

 


