
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

GOOD JOB – ALMOST 

Most of us have an inner desire to perform our jobs well.  We want to not only “git er dun” but we want 

to “git er dun well.”  Whenever someone compliments us on our work we feel even better and that 

compliment reinforces our strong work ethic.  Tad has such a personality and work ethic.  Anytime 

someone compliments him about his work he smiles and works even harder.  However, last week Tad 

was conducting a pre-trip inspection of his truck/trailer when he sustained a fairly significant injury.  

Ironically, the reason he got hurt may very well be because he is a hard worker. 

All drivers face the routine requirement to conduct walk-around inspections of their trucks.  Sometimes 

the exercise can be enjoyable with fresh air and the opportunity to stretch your legs.  Other times it can 

be drudgery with biting cold temperatures or pounding rain.  Regardless, it remains a requirement and 

should/must be done. 

Not a person to let “things” slow him down, Tad accepted the fact that there was a rapidly approaching 

thunderstorm at the same time that he needed to conduct his walk-around inspection.  He accepted the 

challenge and matched it with his own unique determination.  Tad decided to conduct his inspection as 

a run-around instead of a walk-around.  The end result was that he did not make it all the way around.  

Tad’s speed and focus prevented him from seeing the piece of wood lying on the ground next to his 

trailer – the very piece of wood that caused him to trip, fall, render himself unconscious and 

subsequently fracture his right arm. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

There is an old saying that haste makes waste.  It truly applies to this situation.  Had Tad simply waited 

for the thunderstorm to pass before he conducted his walk-around inspection then he would not have 

been in such a hurry and would not have tripped, etc. 

Not too long after Tad left the hospital and the effects of the anesthesia had worn off, he thought about 

how he got hurt – trying to figure it all out and make some sense of it.  The one thought that kept 

floating through his mind was a statement that his fleet manager said as they were loading him into the 

ambulance…”Good job Tab – almost.”  That statement hurt just as much as did his fractured arm 

because of his desire to “git er dun well.”  In this situation he did neither. 

Maybe if Tad had followed the advice of experienced carpenters (measure twice and cut once) then he 

would have thought twice before he acted once.  Hopefully he will next time.  Make sure that you do.  


