
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

HURRY NOW – WAIT LATER 

The topic of this newsletter is a take-off from the saying “hurry up and wait.”  Most of us have used it to 

describe the inefficient services provided by large organizations, such as the department of motor 

vehicles, the military, or pretty much all government agencies.  The saying is what’s known as a 

dichotomy (a simple definition – the items included in the statement are mutually exclusive).  For 

example, you can’t hurry up and wait at the same time.  The statement is intended to show the 

frustration, irritation, and dissatisfaction with the situation – somewhat of a joke. 

But, the hurry now and wait later statement is not a dichotomy or a joke.  It is what several of us have 

done in our lives, and for sure it is what Freddie did on a picture perfect day last August.    He had 

arrived at the shipper’s location and pulled into the dock anxious to get loaded and get moving.  Trevor 

quickly opened his door and exited his truck the same way he always had, but this time he was in a hurry 

to get to the receiving office to coordinate his load before the crowd arrived.  His haste caused him to 

miss the last step on his truck and he fell backwards hitting his head on the concrete. 

Trevor never made it to the receiving office, but he did make it to the emergency room of the local 

hospital.  When he hit his head he was rendered unconscious and that got him an immediate ride in an 

ambulance to the ER.  Trevor revived and was determined to have suffered a mild concussion, which 

restricted him from driving for several weeks.  Considering what could have happened, he was lucky. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

Lots of people believe that moving faster will allow us to accomplish more, and that is true depending 

upon what you do.  However, it also increases the risk of injury.  Consider the following thoughts. 

1) Haste gets us out of our routine and in doing so we will eliminate something that we typically 

do.  Ever been in a hurry and you approach an intersection that never has any traffic.  Do you 

come to a complete stop or just slide on through? 

2) The reason for haste causes us to become preoccupied and not focused on the immediate task.  

What ever is motivating us to move quicker is also consuming our thoughts, temporarily blinding 

us to our surroundings. 

On the other hand, haste may provide the opportunity to wait later – in the emergency room, the family 

physician’s office, the physical therapist’s office or several other locations where you would rather not 

be.  Think about the advantages and disadvantages of haste next time you get in a hurry.  


