
FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

MOVE OVER - PLEASE! 

Most, if not all, states have enacted the Move Over Law.  This law requires drivers to either move over 

to the far lane or slow down whenever passing an emergency responder who is stopped on the shoulder 

of the road.  Unfortunately for Ronnie a passing motorist early in the evening of March 23rd did not think 

that he had to move over because Ronnie’s truck was not an emergency vehicle. 

Ronnie was hauling a load of PVC pipe on a good secondary road in eastern Tennessee.  He had driven 

the interstate as far as he could, but had to exit onto this road to make it to his destination.  The sun had 

just set and it was that time of the evening when it was not light enough to see real well and not dark 

enough for the lights on a vehicle to be easily seen.  Without a doubt, it was not a good time for Ronnie 

to have to pull over and tighten the straps on his load.  He took advantage of the best available spot on 

the shoulder of the road and pulled over.  He opened the door to his cab and began to climb out when 

all of a sudden a SUV came “flying” by and literally blew him onto the ground. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

Ronnie sustained a fractured wrist when he hit the ground because he attempted to brace his fall by 

sticking out his arm.  It’s a natural instinct that most often results in a fractured wrist.  In addition, he 

twisted his ankle during the fall because his foot slid between the fuel tank and the truck cab.  

Unfortunately, these types of injuries are the common outcome from a common mishap – falling from 

the cab of a truck.  However, what caused Ronnie to fall is not common and some action on the part of 

truck drivers can be taken to avoid these situations. 

1) Besides the shortest distance, route selection should take into account several additional factors

such as road condition, anticipated traffic volume, AND the likely locations for mandatory load

securement checks and the time of the day for these checks.  This type of “forward thinking”

can assist in the avoidance of unfavorable scenarios.

2) Never exit the cab of your truck while it is parked on the shoulder of the road when a vehicle is

approaching.  Wait until the traffic has passed.

3) Always assume that the passing motorists either can not see you or will not move over.


