
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

SMALL CUT LEADS TO SERIOUS INFECTION 

Bill has been a driver for 5 years and hauls electronics for a major chain.  All of the loads that Bill 

transports are under seal and Bill is responsible for removing the seal at the receiver’s location.  On July 

5th of last year Bill was removing the metal seal from the trailer and cut his left index finger.  However, 

he didn’t let that slow him down.  He climbed in the truck and tailgated the entire load.  By the time he 

climbed back into his truck to leave, the bleeding had completely stopped and Bill never gave it a second 

thought.  However, by July 15th Bill noticed that the cut had become red and was hurting.  By July 21st, it 

had become so painful that Bill decided to go to the doctor.  It was there that he learned that his finger 

was not only infected, but the bacteria was resistant to antibiotics and was destroying his finger’s skin 

and soft tissue.  Fortunately, the bacterial infection was stopped through intensive use of antibiotics and 

amputation of his finger.  Left untreated, it could have caused death. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

Unfortunately the infection that Bill had was extremely serious and his failure to properly treat a minor 

cut cost him his finger.  Without question, the following life lesson will forever be embedded in his mind. 

Once the bleeding is under control clean a wound.  Try to make sure that all dirt, rust or other foreign 

objects are washed out of the wound.  Then wrap the wound up so that there is pressure on the wound, 

but not so much pressure that you cut off the circulation. 

If the cut continues to bleed the cut is probably more severe than you think, and you should see a 

doctor. 

Apply a triple antibiotic such as Neosporin to speed up the healing process.  When cuts are exposed to 

the air, they will start to scab.  When a wound starts to scab, it actually slows down the new cells from 

growing. 

If you were cut by a metal object, and you don't remember when your last tetanus shot was, it is a good 

idea to call your doctor to have him check.  If it has been a long time since you last had a tetanus shot, 

you should get one. 

Wash your wound at least twice a day and then reapply the triple antibiotic, and wrap the wound again. 

Signs that an infection is occurring include redness, pain or pus.  If this happens you should seek medical 

advice. 


