
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

THAT JUST STINKS! 

A commercial truck driver has the opportunity to see a variety of places, to meet new people, and to 

experience situations that many could not even imagine.  These are some of the reasons why people 

drive trucks.  Yes, driving for long distances can involved extended periods of boredom, but these 

periods of boredom most often get separated by interesting places, people and events.  Such was the 

case with Dan late on an October afternoon last year. 

Dan’s coworkers and friends call him “Dan the Man” because he has always demonstrated a can-do / 

will-do attitude about his job, and even life.  He sets a good example for others by always following the 

rules.  That’s exactly what he was doing last October when he experienced one of those “events” that 

separates the extended periods of boredom faced by commercial truck drivers.  This was also one of 

those events that result in personal injury. 

To remain compliant with the DOT regulation and to keep his load safe, Dan pulled over to the side of 

the road to check the security of his flatbed freight.  As he was walking around the other side of his 

trailer he “happened upon” a skunk that probably lived in the woods adjacent to the road.  Dan’s not an 

Olympic athlete but he did move like one as he turned and ran away from the skunk.  His quick reaction 

got him safely away from the skunk, but not in a safe manner.  Dan tripped and fell on the shoulder of 

the road, subsequently lacerating his elbow and dislocating his shoulder.  The skunk just turned and 

walked back into the woods. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

Just like Dan the Man, all drivers should remain compliant with DOT regulations by performing vehicle / 

load inspections as necessary.  This is the mark of a good driver. 

However, drivers need to remain aware of the natural hazards that also exist along the highways – such 

as animals.  That bushy or wooded area is their home.  They spend their entire life there.  You, on the 

other hand, usually just pass by at 65 mph and never even see them.  But remember they are there and 

they will be protective of their homes. 

When Dan the Man recovered from his injury and returned to work he had the opportunity to share his 

experience with coworkers.  They all listened and then laughed.  One of his friends said - “Dan, that just 

stinks!” 


