
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

WHO CAN YOU TRUST? 

How do you define a profession?  Is it a group of like-minded individuals?  Is it a group of like-minded 

individuals with a common goal?  Is it a group of like-minded individuals with a common goal who all 

possess a high level of a particular skill? 

If that is a definition of a profession, then what is the definition of a professional?  How about simply a 

person who is a member of a group of like-minded individuals with a common goal who all possess a 

high level of a particular skill? 

Now, if we are still in agreement about definitions, then why did Harry get run over by another 

commercial truck at a weigh station?  Was it Harry’s fault or was it the fault of the driver – another 

professional, truck driver?  By the way, if this was an essay submitted to an English teacher it would 

receive a failing grade.  Did you notice that of the eleven sentences/phrases in this newsletter all are 

questions with the exception of one?  Thank goodness English class and grades are a distant memory.  

But let’s get back to Harry’s situation, because it did happen. 

After pulling off one of the nation’s busy interstate highways at a weigh station Harry crossed the scales 

with a green light.  He then decided that he would pull over in a temporary parking area and take a short 

break.  After exiting his truck he took a walk around his trailer to inspect it and to stretch his legs.  

However, when he turned the corner around his trailer he got hit by another truck. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

How could this happen?  Both individuals involved were professionals at their jobs and both were 

performing their jobs, but it still happened.  Consider these thoughts… 

1) Parking areas are very dangerous because of so many blind spots. 

2) Parking areas often include pedestrians. 

However, there is a subtle sense of “protection” that commercial truck drivers may feel once they enter 

an area that is restricted to commercial vehicles.  In other words, a professional driver may relax 

knowing that he is surrounded only by other professional drivers.  He temporarily does not need to be 

on guard for 4 wheelers. 

After his injury Harry asked the question – who can you trust?  As it turns out, it’s not a matter of trust 

but rather a matter of awareness. 


