
 

 

      FROM TRUCK DRIVERS INJURED AT WORK 

 

WRESTLING AN ALLIGATOR 

This statement is so descriptive.  In just a few words it totally sums up a situation that we easily can 

understand.  In all likelihood, none of us have really ever wrestled an alligator, but we can imagine what 

it would be like - a struggle where we must exert brute force to counter the reptilian strength of a giant, 

prehistoric lizard, whose claws could easily lacerate human flesh, whose jaws could easily severe a limb, 

or whose tail could easily knock us unconscious.  And once numbed by this reptile, it will attempt to pull 

us under water to drown us.  This scenario does not even take into account the foul smell of an 

alligator’s breath or the feel of its slimy, scummy skin.  Enough of that.  This newsletter is beginning to 

read like a Hollywood adventure movie script. 

Let’s return our focus onto the less adventurous, but still hazardous, job of commercial truck drivers.  

More specific, let’s focus on those who actually must wrestle an alligator in the course of their job.  The 

thought comes to mind of a livestock trailer full of alligators, but that is not the situation.  Instead it is 

those who pull bulk tanker trailers and it does not matter if the freight is liquid or solid because those 

drivers often must wrestle an alligator. 

Those who have never pulled tanker trailers probably are wondering what alligators that these drivers 

must wrestle.  Simply stated, it is nothing more than a large, heavy, cumbersome hose that the driver 

must connect and disconnect from his trailer on a regular basis, sometimes under less than desirable 

conditions such as cold, wet, dark and windy situations. 

That is exactly the conditions during which Clarence had to handle the hoses to his tanker trailer last 

spring.  In the process he strained his lower back and subsequently was restricted from driving for 

several months.  During this period he was prescribed medications that precluded him from driving and 

he underwent several physical therapy sessions.  He wasn’t happy; his wife wasn’t happy; and his boss 

wasn’t happy. 

REAL LIFE LESSON 

The solution to this problem is obvious and simple – either don’t wrestle the alligator or learn how to 

wrestle the alligator.  Clarence can stop pulling tanker trailers to avoid the hazard and perhaps lose his 

job.  Or, Clarence can develop a technique for safely handling heavy, awkward hoses.  Apparently this is 

not impossible because thousands of commercial truck drivers perform this hazardous task daily without 

getting injured.  Recommended solutions include physically preparing for the task; incorporating 

assistance when necessary; and utilizing mechanical aids if available.  Wrestling an alligator is dangerous 

but it does not necessarily have to be injurious – just ask Steve Irwin, the crocodile hunter. 

 


